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I am sorry to hear you know more of the gout than by
what you have seen in your own family, and from my
relation. The muscular pain in your breast came from
cold that mixed with your disorder; I had it so violently
for twenty-four hours, that I couM only sit up double in
bed. Three spoonfuls of Sir Walter Baleigh's cordial,
known by the learned name of Confectio BaUana, took it
entirely away, and a coughing with it, that exhausted me
more than my gout, in this very fit. Why will you not
have the bootikins? Not that I think the gout in your
feet, when it begins so late, will do you anything but good,
and prolong your life. What physician have you had since
poor Cocchi ? Not that I think any physician will do you
more good than the gout will do you harm. The consola-
tion in this terrible disorder is, that it does not want
a physician; and, if it did 1

1 am sorry you saw no more of Mrs, Pitt2.    She is the
most amiable of beings,  and the most to be pitied; her
brutal half-mad husband, with whom she is still not out of
love, and who has heaped on her every possible cruelty
and provoking outrage, will not suffer her to see, or even
hear from, one of her children.     Of Lady Ligonier3 she has
heard too much.    Then, all her beauties and good nature
are poisoned by deafness and danger of blindness.    I cannot
profess, ungrateful as I am, equal admiration for the other
lady4, my ingenious friend, as you call her; a title I did not
even know I was honoured with, and which I believe was
assumed solely to make court to you.   I will not call them
pretensions, for there is a mixture of humility, but I own

2  Penelope, only sister of Richard        s Eldest daughter of G-eorge Pitt,
Atkins,  and wife  of G-eorge Pitt,     divorced for adultery.    Walpole.
afterwards  Lord  Bivers.     She is        * Mrs. Ann Pitt, sister of Lord
mentioned in Mr. Walpole's Epistle     Chatham,   and   Privy    Purse    to
to   Eckardt,   the  painter,   on  the     Augusta, Princess of Wales.
Beauties.   Walpole,
